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Tailored for Education’s first two partners and projects were in Haiti. The country suffered a devastating 
earthquake in 2010 so at the time of our founding, it was a natural fit for a vulnerable area in need. We have 
since expanded our presence and are still working with communities on Ile-a-Vache, a small island off the 
southwest peninsula.  Read our facts to below to learn something silly about the island’s name. 
 
Country Facts 
 
1. Eighty percent of Haitians live under the poverty line and 54% live in abject poverty. The average per capita 
income in Haiti is $480 a year, compared to $33,550 in the United States. 
2. Gourds were so important to the Haitian people that in 1807, President Henri Christophe made them the base 
of national currency and declared all gourds the property of the state. Today, the currency is called “gourdes.” 
3. Haitians love to gamble. Its popularity is a result of the belief that so much depends on the fancy of the 
gods. During voodoo ceremonies, Haitians implore the gods to reveal winning lottery numbers.  
4. Haiti is the most mountainous nation in the Caribbean. 
5. The Citadel is a large mountaintop fortress located in northern Haiti. It is the largest fortress in the 
Western Hemisphere. See the picture below! 
6. One of Haiti’s islands, Tortuga Island was a pirate stronghold in the seventeenth century. 
7. Île a Vache (Cow Island) lies off Haiti’s southern coast and is so named because it was once overrun by wild 
cows descended from animals abandoned by the Spanish. 
8. Haiti is one of the least developed yet most densely populated countries in the Western Hemisphere. See the 
picture below. 
9. Haiti’s national sport is soccer. Haiti first competed in the World Cup in 1974. 
 

            
 
Translations – Haitian Creole (Kreyol ayisyen) is the official language in Haiti 
 
hello – alo      school – lekòl    please - souple 
welcome – akeyi     uniform – inifòm   thank you – mèsi 
my name is – mwen rele   backpack – sak lekòl  excuse me - eskize m 
how are you? – koman ou ye  shirt – chemiz   goodbye - orevwa 
have a nice day – pase bon jounen  pants – pantalon   I love you - Mwen renmen ou 
yes – wi     socks – chosèt   I miss you – Mwen sonje ou 
no – non     shoes – soulye   how much? – Konbyen? 


